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Aug. 28: Rosario Mayor Hector Cavallero reiterated a request that the national government take
action to forestall a possible "social explosion." In early August, Cavallero sent a note to Interior
Minister Julio Mera Figueroa expressing his concerns about violence in the streets. According to the
mayor, unemployment continues on the upswing, and the city's shantytowns are expanding at an
alarming rate. He added that tensions have escalated since the suspension of free food distribution
two months ago. On Aug. 27, Cavallero met with the major of Santa Fe, Enrique Muttia. Both
officials agreed to renew petitions to the provincial government for relief, since conditions in the two
cities are similar. The Rosario Supermarkets Chamber has requested stepped-up security measures
to prevent possible looting. Sept. 4: Governor of Buenos Aires province, Antonio Cafiero, said unand underemployment had reached 20%. Over one-third of nation's population resides in this
province. Ten days ago, provincial minister of government, Jose Diaz Bancalari, said publicly that
Greater Buenos Aires was on the verge of "social explosion." President Carlos Menem was furious.
Sen. Conrado Storani of the Radical Civic Union (UCR) party said economic measures applied
by Menem "are a grave risk for the stability of democracy." Provincial governments cannot pay
employees' back salaries, much less provide payment at levels compensating for inflation. (Basic
data from EFE, AFP, 08/28/90; EFE, 09/04/90)
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